Week One Discussion 1.

Kelly, William R. (2016).  The Future of Crime and Punishment:  Smart Policies for Reducing Crime and
       Saving Money.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield.  


After reading pages 9-66 of The Future of Crime and Punishment, why do you suppose that there is such wide variation, across states within the U.S., in both the rates of incarceration as well as the rates of being under some form of correctional control? Please elaborate.  Next, in your opinion, is this a good that there is such a wide variation of punishment rates across the states, or should there be more uniformity? Take a position either way and fully defend it.  Also, when considering the U.S. as a whole, are we as a society too punitive, not punitive enough, or just about right? Again, take a position and fully support it.  Next, as William Kelly argues in this book, the local jail is likely the de facto mental health institution in any given city.  Assuming you became the sheriff and were in charge of the local jail in your city, identify and describe at least one novel innovation that you would implement in order to make your facility more equipped to serve persons with serious mental illnesses.  Elaborate.  Your idea should be creative, but also realistic.  Next, William Kelly discusses how the crime decline of the 1990s coincided with the historic escalation of incarceration rates.  In your opinion, is this merely a coincidence or is there a causal relationship between incarceration rates and low crime rates?  In other words, does mass incarceration make society a safer place? Please take a position either way, and fully support it.  Next, please point to one aspect of the assigned readings that you found to be of interest.  Be sure to explain what this particular aspect of the reading has to do with our understanding of criminal justice policy.  Finally, once you have answered all of the above questions, please pose an original thinking question to the class.  Your question should truly reflect graduate level thinking and it intended to bring out the best in your classmates.

Week One Discussion 2.
1. Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, Mark M. Lowenthal, Sage CQ Press, 7th edition, Thousand Oaks, California,  2017. ISBN:  978-1-5063-4256.6.


In your opinion, should be Director of National Intelligence (DNI) be a civilian or a military officer and why?
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